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AUDIO-TECHNICA HEADPHONES AND PHONO CARTRIDGES 

ARE PART OF THE NEW WILLIAM RALSTON LISTENING LIBRARY 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH  

 
STOW, OH, November 21, 2011 — Audio-Technica headphones and phono cartridges have 

been installed in the William Ralston Listening Library, a dedicated listening space and classical 

music archive located at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. The Library 

houses over 15,000 records, 14,000 CDs, plus rare scores and books about music, and 

includes a dedicated loudspeaker listening room, a headphones listening room and a 3,000-

square-foot reading room. 

 

At the time of his passing in 2003, the Rev. William Ralston had assembled one of the country’s 

most comprehensive private collections of classical music. His will expressed his wishes to 

create a learning and teaching facility at Sewanee, as the University of the South is familiarly 

known, and now his dream has become a reality. The acoustically-optimized listening rooms 

are equipped with an array of high-performance audio components, including Audio-Technica 

AT-OC9/ML/II Dual Moving MicroCoil™ and AT33EV Dual Moving Coil phono cartridges, ATH-

M50 professional studio monitor headphones and ATH-AD700 audiophile open-air dynamic 

headphones. 

 

“Our goal in building the William Ralston Listening Library was to create a facility where 

students and music lovers can hear the recordings in an optimal setting with realistic dynamics 
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and ambience,” noted Thomas A. MacNab “Tam” Carlson, an English professor at Sewanee 

and the man who raised the funds and was the driving force in making the Library a reality. “We 

are gratified that Audio-Technica and others who are dedicated to preserving Father Ralston’s 

unique legacy helped make the Library a truly one-of-a-kind facility where people can listen to 

historic, rare and landmark recordings on the finest music playback equipment.” 

 

The acoustically treated and isolated headphones and loudspeaker rooms provide a quiet, 

inviting listening environment with cherry-paneled walls, comfortable furniture – and rows upon 

rows of LPs, CDs, books and art, and other music-related materials. 

 

The headphones room includes the Audio-Technica ATH-M50 and ATH-AD700 headphones 

and AT-OC9/ML/II and AT33EV phono cartridges, where visitors can listen to recordings on 

turntables, CD players and servers that deliver uncompressed digital music storage. The 

loudspeaker room features Wilson Audio Specialties Alexandria X-2 Series 2 speakers, Ayre 

Acoustics electronics and an array of additional ultimate-performance components.  

 

For more information about the William Ralston Listening Library and Archive, please visit 

www.sewanee.edu or Google the William Ralston Listening Library. 
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See more Audio-Technica news releases. 
 

Celebrating 49 years of audio excellence, Audio-Technica is renowned worldwide for a  

broad range of consumer and professional audio products, including high-performance  

headphones, microphones, wireless systems, turntables and phono cartridges. Winner of  

numerous industry awards, Audio-Technica designs and manufactures products that set  

quality, durability and price/performance standards for major concert tours, broadcast and  
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recording studios, corporate and government facilities, theaters, house-of-worship venues, and 

consumer applications. Learn more at www.audio-technica.com. 

 

        # # # 

 

— For more information on the complete range of Audio-Technica products, contact 

Karen Emerson, Audio-Technica U.S., Inc., 1221 Commerce Drive, Stow, OH 44224.  

Tel: (330) 686-2600. 

 

— For further information regarding product availability and pricing in the United Kingdom, 

please contact Harvey Roberts (hroberts@audio-technica.co.uk); in Germany, please contact 

Anja Groth (a.groth@audio-technica.de); in the rest of Europe, please contact Evangéline Pirot 

(epirot@audio-technica-europe.com). 

 

 

 


